
 
 
September 18, 2020 
 
Dear Nathan Hale Families, 
 
Welcome back to the 20-21 school year.  We write this letter in an effort to provide you with the 
information you and your families will need for a safe and equitable return.   It is our hope that what we 
share with you will not only lessen the weight on your shoulders but will give you the confidence and trust 
to believe that we at the Hale, as well as the Boston Public Schools,  are considering the overall health 
and well-being of our students, families, and staff first. 
 
We apologize for the length of this correspondence, but want to make sure that each of you are fully 
informed with the information and knowledge you need to plan accordingly for your student and your 
families. 
 
We will be providing you with consistent informational updates and resources moving forward.  We want 
to ensure that when our students return, their health and safety are not placed in jeopardy. We want you 
to know that we stand in solidarity with our district in saying that we are “Returning Boston Strong”.  We 
also want you all to know that our custodians and teaching staff are working hard to ensure that our 
building is a safe social distancing environment for one and all. 
 
Throughout our time away, there have been numerous mandates and guidelines established by the 
Boston Public Health Commission and the Centers for Disease Control in partnership with Boston Public 
Schools to ensure a safe return to a modified school environment.  I urge you to read the following 
information very carefully with the full knowledge that given the ever-changing circumstances of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic, plans may need to change. Please see these links for more information: 
 
BPS Health and Safety Pages 32-46  
 
BPS Student At Home Health Checklist  
 
We realize that there has been limited communication about how our students would be returning back to 
school.  We are now pleased to share the establishment of an intermediate plan for how and when our 
students may begin returning to their learning community here at the Hale.  All students will be returning 
in a remote learning model beginning on this Monday, September 21, 2020. 
 
Remote Learning Overview 
School Hours during remote learning: 
Our school hours for the 2020-2021 school year for all students are 8:30 AM – 3:10 PM.  Students will be 
engaged in a full day of learning during remote learning. Remote classes will begin promptly at 9, and 
remote instruction will continue until 3:00. All students will be required to sign into their Google 
Classrooms on September 21st no later than 9:00 am.  There will be a period of morning announcements 
and greetings daily from 8:45 am until 9:00 am. Additionally, there will be office hours with staff every day 
from 8:30-9:00 and 3:00-3:25.  Students are expected to follow the full day schedule, as directed by the 
Hale staff.   Additional information about the hybrid learning will be communicated to all families before 
October 1st.  
 
Types of instruction during remote learning:  

● Synchronous learning- Students and teachers learn and work together at the same time either 
in person at school or on a live zoom session. 

● Asynchronous learning- Students are completing work on their own, without the teacher 
present (like homework or independent work).  The student receives feedback after turning in the 
assignment or completing a session on an identified learning site.  

 



Attendance during remote learning: 
● Student attendance will be taken daily  
● A student can only be marked present if she/he has been present remotely for more than half of 

the day.  
● If there is no evidence of student participation, the student will be marked absent for the day. 
● If your student is or will be absent, we ask that you please contact the school secretary or your 

students’ teacher. 
 
Uniforms during remote learning: 

● Students will not be required to wear uniforms while they are in remote learning.  We do 
ask however that your student be dressed appropriately for engagement in the remote learning 
day. 

● Students will wear uniforms during hybrid learning. All uniforms can be purchased online or in-
store at the L&M Bargain Store located on American Legion Highway in Roslindale 
Massachusetts. (see address below) 

● Students will wear dress code on days they attend school in person.   
● L&M Bargain Store 

640 American Legion Highway 
Roslindale, MA  02131 
Phone: (617) 971- 0012 (Please ask for Carol) 
 

Meals during remote learning: 
● All students are eligible to receive their breakfast and lunch from the Boston Public School 

System 
● Food distribution sites will be set up in the following locations and all students will be able to the 

sites to receive their meals. 
If for any reason you and your family may find yourselves with food insecurities, please contact 
me or Courtney Gazzero our school Social Worker, or Mrs. Loughran immediately.  There are 
resources and supports that we will be able to provide for you. 
 
Chromebooks during remote learning: 
Please reach out to the Nathan Hale staff if you have Chromebook needs.   

● BPS will provide a Chromebook is a student is new to BPS or never received one in the spring  
● If your BPS Chromebook is broken, please fill out this form:   Having Trouble With Your BPS 

Chromebook? 
●  A new computer will not be distributed if we do not have a form indicating the problem with 

computers that have already been issued. 
 

Hybrid Learning Overview 
The Hale is committed to providing an equitable, rigorous, and engaging learning experience for all 
students whether they attend school via remote learning, traditional in-person learning, or a combination 
during the 2020-2021 school year. Students have been assigned according to parent choice for remote or 
hybrid learning.  Remote only students will learn 5 days a week from home.  All other students have been 
assigned accordingly in Cohorts of Group A or B.  This type of learning will start in October, and more 
information will be available soon.  
 
Cohort Assignments for hybrid learning: 

Date Explanation 

September 21, 2020 All students return to school in remote learning 
from home 

October 15, 2020 Students in grades K1 & K2 report to school 
Group A on ---Monday & Tuesday 



Group B on ---Thursday & Friday 

October 22, 2020 Students in grades 1,2,3 report to school 
Group A on --- Monday & Tuesday 
Group B on --- Thursday & Friday 

November 5, 2020 Students in grades 4,5,6 report to school 
Group A on --- Monday & Tuesday 
Group B on --- Thursday & Friday 

These cohorts have been designed based upon the selections that families made in the Summer BPS 
survey. If you selected the hybrid return, this chart indicates when your student will be returning to school 
and on which days they will be attending. Please know that if you did not complete the family survey that 
was sent out by the district, your student was automatically placed in one of the A or B Cohorts and the 
student must report to the school unless you are notified otherwise of a change. Families who have 
selected remote learning may make changes to in-person.  However, if you selected remote learning and 
opted out of transportation, your student may not be placed back on the transportation list.  You will be 
responsible for the arrival and pick-up of your student. 
 
Transportation during hybrid learning: 

● Transportation will be provided only for students who are eligible under the current guidelines and 
policies of the BPS transportation department. 

● Students who have eligible medical or social emotional needs may be provided with 
transportation as needed 

● If you are unsure of your eligibility, please contact the transportation department at (617) 635-
9520 or speak with the school nurse. 

 
Uniforms during hybrid learning:  

● If a student will be attending school two days per week with their cohorts, it will be expected that 
they dress in the Hale uniform. Our uniform consists of: 

○ Navy blue bottoms 
○ Skirts or jumpers 
○ White or navy blue buttoned-down collared shirts with the Nathan Hale emblem 

● All uniforms can be purchased online or in-store at the L&M Bargain Store located on American 
Legion Highway in Roslindale Massachusetts. (see address below) 

● Students will wear dress code on days they attend school in person.   
● L&M Bargain Store 

640 American Legion Highway 
Roslindale, MA  02131 
Phone: (617) 971- 0012 (Please ask for Carol) 

 
Meals during hybrid learning: 

● All students are eligible to receive their breakfast and lunch from the Boston Public School 
System 

● Students who are participating in-person through the hybrid model will receive their meals daily in 
pre-packaged containers with no hands-free contact. 

● Students in the hybrid model will also be receiving meals to cover the days when they are not 
attending. 
For example:  If a student attends in-person on Monday and Tuesday, they will receive a bag of 
food at the dismissal time for Wednesday through Friday. This will be the same for any student 
who may be attending on Thursday and Friday.  They will receive meals for the days they are not 
attending as well. 

 
Communication during remote and hybrid learning:  



It is imperative that the school has your correct and up to date information. If you need to update your 
email address or phone number please email our secretary Renee Robinson- Gerald  at 
rrobinsongerald@bostonpublicschools.org  This is essential for our communication this year! 

We will need you to complete all forms related to the BPS Family Guide online for any and all 
students. 

The BPS Family Guide including media release can be found at 
https://www.bostonpublicschools.org/familyguide 

The parent & student agreement form and media release must be completed.  

 You can also update your emergency contact information here.  Again, correct contact 
information will be essential during this time.  BPS Emergency Contact   

Our main means of communication will include the Hale Newsletter on Fridays,  our school website: 
https://www.nathanhaleroxbury.org/ and the Nathan Hale Google. We will electronically send information 
out to you for your student’s classroom through email as well.  

Teachers will also be using SeeSaw as a communication tool and resource for all families. Additionally, 
automated phone calls and/or written communication will be made regarding significant school events.  
Additional emails and automated calls will be sent through School Messenger.  Please feel free to email 
your students/s teacher if you are unable to contact them by phone. 
 
Teacher Contacts 
K1- Mrs. Avila                    availa@bostonpublicschools.org 
K2- Mrs. Udoh                   rudoh@bostonpublicschools.org 
1st- Ms. Creegan              acreegan@bostonpublicschools.org 
2nd-Mrs. Bradford             mbradford@bostonpublicschools.org 
3rd- Mrs. Orsini                 jorsini@bostonpublicschools.org 
4th-Mr. Holden                  jholden@bostonpublicschools.org 
5th- Mrs. Sonnie               dsonnie@bostonpublicschools.org 
6th- Ms. Turner                 ainstarturner@bostonpublicschools.org 
Nan Rubin                         nrubin@bostonpublicschools.org 
Lynda Murad                      lmurad@bostonpublicschools.org 
Resource- Ms. Gilmer        dgilmer@bostonpublicschools.org 
ESL- Ms. Alfaro                  jalfaro@bostonpublicschools.org 
Science- Mr. Arroyo           larroyo@bostonpublicschools.org 
 Science- Ms. Buckley        kbuckley@bostonpublicschools.org 
Art/Comp- Ms. Bolden       cbolden@bostonpublicschools.org 
PE Substitute- Ms. Dibinga shaumbadibinga@gmail.com 
Nurse-Ms. David                jdavid2@bostonpublischools.org 
Social Worker- Ms. Gazzerro     cgazzerro@bostonpublicschools.org 
 
Administrative Contacts 
Romaine Mills-Teque, Principal 
rmillsteque@bostonpublicschols.org 
Cell:  (617) 821-3155 
School Phone: (617) 635- 8205 Ex. 10140 
 
Karen Loughran, Director of Data, Culture and Instruction 
kloughran@bostonpublicschools.org 
Cell: (508) 808-3421 
School Phone: (617) 635- 8205 Ex. 10147   
 
School Contact Information 



School Secretary:  Renee Robinson-Gerald 
School Phone: (617) 635-8205 
School Fax #: (617) 635- 8558 
     
Parent Council 
Mrs. Eunice Hurd       eunicehurd@gmail.com 
Mrs. Shanel Walker  shanelwalker@gmail.com 
 
School Site Council 
Mrs. Teresa Pregizer   tregizer@gmail.com 
 
Please know that we are doing everything we can to make this work.  We understand how difficult this is 
for everyone.  Together we will persist and prevail.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

Romaine Mills-Teque 
Romaine Mills-Teque 
Principal 
 
Karen Loughran 
Karen Loughran 
Director 
 
 

 

 


